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Deryl
Should local Extension offices offer annual officer trainings for 4‐H club/council 
officers?  This has been debated hotly through the years.  Some offices do annually, 
while others have eliminated officer trainings.
It is our thinking that officer trainings are positive in nature providing many benefits, 
and are worth the time, work and resources needed to present them annually to 
county/district officers.
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Running for a club/council office is not a popularity contest.  It involves a 
considerable commitment of time, energy and resources to be an effective officer.  
Those youth running for office should take the responsibility seriously, giving it 
thought prior to running for office.
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Officers should always be chosen by written ballot, even if the 

constitution/bylaws do not so state.  Such voting makes for independence of 

choice, as well as secrecy of choice.  That is the cornerstone of fair 

elections that are inclusive and trustworthy.

Elections should never be conducted by having the members close their 

eyes and raise their hand with someone else counting the votes. 

Generally, the “officer slate” should permit a voter to write in the name of a 

new candidate if he or she does not approve of the selected nominees. This 

prevents a nominating committee from having restrictive control of 

candidates.
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This slides do not contain an exhaustive list but the most common understanding of officer 
responsibilities. 
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BH
The President sets the tone for your meetings and the entire 4‐H Year! 
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While internet banking is very popular, at this point Kansas 4‐H is not to be involved in 
banking in this way. 
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The Recreation Leader is charged with infusing spirit and fun in the 4‐H Club
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Many digital resources are available on the market that allow for designing a scrapbook 
online and having it professionally printed. 
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Both the reporter and the historian will want to work with the secretary to insure accuracy 
of what they are reporting or archiving.  Reporters and Historians and others taking photos 
for the club need to be sure there is a photo release for those in the photos. This officer 
may also want to take advantage of social media and the benefits of reporting on such 
platforms.
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